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German in American Public Schools.* 



(Fiir die Padagogischen Monatshcfte.) 



I. 

In the Public Schools of Cincinnati instruction in the German language and by 
means of the German lauguage is given under the provisions of Sec. 4021, Ohio 
School Laws, reading as follows: 

The Board of any district shall cause the German language to be taught 
in any school under its control, during any school year, when a demand there- 
for is made, in writing, by seventy-five free-holders, resident in the district, 
representing not less than forty pupils who are entitled to attend such school, 
and who, in good faith, desire and intend to study the German and English 
languages together; but such demand shall be made at a regular meeting of 
the Board, and prior to the beginning of such school year; and any Board 
may cause the German or other language to be taught in any school under its 
control without such demand. 
The passage of the enactment in 1840 had been vigorously contested, and for 
some time after there was considerable of open as well as secret opposition to the 
effective carrying out of the concession, mainly upon the ground taken by a noted 
educator in 1836, who said, "The proposition has been made that you shall apply 
a part of the already too small provision for education to instruction in a foreign 
language. As well might you be asked to establish common schools for Lratin and 
Greek before the alphabet is learned." All attempts to circumvent or at least to 
impair the introduction and maintenance of the study failing, there came finally 
a partial and later on a signal endorsement of the plan pursued. As early as 1847 
the President of the Cincinnati School Board, Hooper, said in his official report: 
"It has been remarked that the children acquire both languages with equal facility 
as the English alone, at least no difference is observable in the acquisition of youth 
of the same age where the English alone is studied, and where both engage the 
attention at the same time." 

Quite frankly the first city Superintendent of Cincinnati Schools, Nathan Guil- 
ford, affirms that "the experiment of teaching German and English at the same time 
has been found to succeed admirably well. Having generally both English and Ger- 
man teachers in the same room, the classes pass alternately from one to the other. 
The novelty arising from these frequent interchanges keeps up a constant interest 
and spirit of active industry among the pupils, favorable to their progress in each." 
Before the expiration of the first 20 years after the introduction of German, 
25% of the pupils enrolled availed themselves of the opportunity to study the lan- 
guage; the percentage during the next decade rose to 38% and subsequently exceeded 
one-half of the entire enrollment. 

There seems to be a consensus of opinion that the satisfactory results of the 
German in the Cincinnati Schools are largely attributable to the peculiarly fortunate 
arrangement under which teaching is done. The teachers of German are mainly 
class teachers, there is a liberal allowance of time especially in the lower grades, 
the expense attaching to the study is reduced to a minimum, or to the cost of the 
supervision and of the teaching in the upper grades, with that of the instruction 



*) Prof. M. D. Learned's Artikel im Februarhefte der P. M. dieses Jahrgrangres: ..When 
should German Instruction begin in the Public Schools?" hat, wie vorauszusehen war, von neuem 
die Aufmerksamkeit der Lehrerschaft und zwar auf beiden Seiten des Ozeans auf den wichtigfsten 
Faktor ffir eine erfolgreiche Erteilungr des Fremdsprachunterrichts grelenkt. Der ohige Bericht diene 
als Erganzung: bezw. Beweis einer praktischen Durchftihrbarkeit von Prof. Leamed's PlSnen. Wir 
hoffen, dass wir in der Lagre sein werden, unseren Leseren in den folgrenden Heften mehr Kom- 
mentare zu dieser wichtigren Fragre bieten zu k6nnen. D. R. 
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in some suburban or smaller schools, where full classes cannot be formed. In the 
four primary grades one-half of the school time (less two hours a week devoted 
to music and drawing, as in the German-English classes, the German teachers teach 
these subjects), is given to German, or in all about 10 hours a week. For every 
two classes studying German and English there are provided two teachers, one in 
charge of the German, the other in charge of the English. The two alternate, each 
having a class for the time of one afternoon and the following morning, and then 
assuming charge of the class previously taught by the other teacher. 

The first German assistant or German principal teaches commonly the higher 
grades, besides supervising the work in general. 

In regard to the question of when the study of German should be commenced 
in the Public Schools, there is here but one answer, an answer given by Ex-Sup't 
Peaslee in his address on "German Instruction in Public Schools", namely: "The 
true place to begin the study of the German language is in the lowest primary 
grade, the first school year." The same position is taken by the National German- 
American Teachers' Associations, which, by an overwhelming majority adopted, 1892, 
and reafiirmed, 1895, a resolution favoring the taking up of German by those desirous 
of studying it, on the first day of school. 

Let it be said in conclusion that a great many of the teachers of German in 
Lhe Cincinnati Schools have received their entire training in those schools, that a 
great number of them are counted among the very best instructors and that more- 
over not a few of the English teachers have availed themselves of the opportunity 
to send their relatives through the German-English grades, fully realizing the ben- 
efits a<jcruing. H. H. Fick, 

Ass't Sup't Cincinnati Schools. 
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Von Hex, A, W. Hildehrandt, ConstablcTille, N. Y. 

Motto: Aut prodesse volunt aut delectare poetae. 

Du hast mit Deiner schlichten Weise 
Mein Herz gebracht in Deinen Bann, 
Dass ich aus Deinem Zauberkreise, 
Der mich umschlingt so lieb und leise, 
Mich nimmermehr befreien kann. 

Es sang mit Deinem siissen Klange 
Die Mutterliebe mich zur Ruh; 
War noch so thranennass die Wange, 
Die Mutter sang! und beim Gesange 
Schloss mir der Schlaf die Augen zu. 

Beim frohen Reigen um die Linde 

Erklangst Du in der Sommernacht. 

Der Liebste singt's dem schmucken Kinde, 

Der Wanderbursch im Morgenwinde 

Und der Soldat auf stiller Wacht. 

Da ich nun fand auf fremder Erde 
Nach langem Wandern Ruh und Rast, 
Bliebst Du in Treue mein Gefilhrte, 
Und hist an meinem neuen Herde, 
Du, deutsches Lied, mein liebster Gast. 



*) Vergfleiche Korrespondenz aus Baltimore. 



